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What is your passion?

• Social justice

• Homelessness

• Environment – climate, sustainability

• Family violence – lack of refuges

• Disability – mental illness, NDIS

• Young people

• Educational opportunities

• Injustice against First Nation people

• Refugees

• Cost of living

• Forthcoming election



Why do you want to write 
to newspaper?

✓Correct errors 

✓Make new point

✓Advocate for an issue

X Whine 



How best to convey message? 

➢Opinion piece: 650 – 850 words

➢Letter to Editor - 200 -300 words

➢2 liner: “And another thing” (The Age)

➢Media release*



And Another Thing





Op Eds and Letters

Tools to convey message

➢Facts 

“You're entitled to your own opinions, but not your own facts.”

➢Argument/logic

➢Example/personal experience

➢Humour



10 commandments



Thou shall

1. Know your audience
• The Age

• The Australian

• Herald Sun

• Women’s Agenda

• Michael West Media

• Crikey

• MP News



Thou shall

2. Have a media hook 

(e.g. recent media article)



Media hook











No media hook:
Advocacy



No media hook
MP News (local issue)



Thou shall

3. Write quickly, then email



Today’s newspaper stories become tomorrow’s fish n 
chip wrappers





Thou shall

4. Have draft waiting for media hook







Thou shall

5. Write a catchy introduction

(Grab letter editor’s interest)





Thou shall
6. Speak to a general audience

• No jargon or specialist language

• No obscure vocabulary

• Short sharp sentences

X BUT Don’t dumb it down



Thou shall not

• Assume that 

– everyone knows what you are talking 
about

– everyone agrees



Thou shall

7. Respect the word limit

AND make every word count 

(i.e. no padding or waffle)



Thou shall

8. Make one point (or two at the most)

Common pitfalls: 

• Trying to make too many points



Thou shall

9. Play the ball, not the person

(also beware of defamation)



Thou Shall

10. Write a strong conclusion

Demonstrate: 
✓Strength

✓‘Way forward’ 

✓Humour





Thou shall

Find a critical proof reader



Thou shall not

 Press ‘Send’ when:
• Tired

• Emotional

• Drunk



Letter writing campaigns
➢ The idea of "letter writing campaigns" is difficult for 

publishers as it often results in a multitude of similar 

offerings.

➢ The merit of an issue shouldn't be measured by how 

many similar letters are received.

➢ Letters should be original and robust, and over a period 

of time shouldn't just repeat the same content, as it is 

highly disengaging for the reader.

Cam McCullough, MP News



Media releases: content
➢Substance (e.g. an event, issue, 

advocacy)

“We often receive releases that are hard to then 
process into a decent story. They are lacking in true 
substance and value to the reader.”

➢Quotes from a few different people
This helps busy journalists/under-resourced 
newspapers to write a story



Media releases: Photo

“The photo is possibly just as important 
as the words. A photo should tell a 
story without a single word. A group of 
people in a line, as we have 
received thousands of times, tells very 
little. Usually, much more effort needs 
to be put in to thinking of a photo that 
is going to engage a reader. It is vitally 
important.”    Cam McCullough



Fact Checking

What’s in a name
As a supporter of the nationwide community independent movement, I was 
surprised that Independent 4 Flinders’ organising committee chose to endorse a 
candidate who is an Ordained Minister in the Reorganised Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints. Although the congregation gave the church a makeover in 
2001 by changing the name to “Community of Christ”, the church continues to 
use the Book of Mormon scripture. Perhaps the name change was simply 
because members had spent 130 years explaining they are not Mormons.

Although an increasing number of MPs in both federal and state parliaments have 
strong religious beliefs, only six Australian politicians have ever been ordained 
ministers. The most memorable is NSW MP the Reverend Fred Nile.

The lack of ordained ministers, priests and rabbis in our parliament is due, in part, 
to a widely held belief in the separation of church and state. The community 
independent movement is a grassroots movement that aims to ensure MPs 
represent their communities, not their church.

Important that letters are factual. I was asked to fact 
check the following letter.



This link confirms Flinders community independent 
candidate is an Ordained Minister in “Community of 
Christ” Church not "Church of Christ".
https://cofchrist.org/daily-bread/breathe-in-grace/

The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints (RLDS Church) was founded in 1872. The church 
changed its name to the Community of Christ in 2001. The 
reason for changing the name was “tired of explaining we 
are not Mormons.”

This link names the 6 Ordained Ministers in federal and 
state parliaments since federation. Fred Nile is on the 
list.
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/politicians-with-
formal-religious-ties/tmc09p16j

https://cofchrist.org/daily-bread/breathe-in-grace/
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/politicians-with-formal-religious-ties/tmc09p16j
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/politicians-with-formal-religious-ties/tmc09p16j


Follow up an article with letters 
to keep issue in readers’ mind
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